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THE PUMI  
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AGENDA  

Å Breed Type  

Å Body Size and 

Proportions  

Å Head and Neck  

Å Ears  

Å Body  

Å Tail  

Å Limbs  

Å Gait  

Å Coat  

Å Colours  
Drawing by Andrea Leidl. Model: Kiskºdmºnºs Ćrend§s āBºngeô at 4 months 

old, owner Júlia Szurdoki, original photo: József Árkosi DogHeartPhoto 
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THE BREED TYPE OF THE PUMI  

A smaller than medium sized 

terrier like shepherd dog with 

a very lively temperament and 

droll appearance.  
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Hungarian Shepherd Breeds  BREED TYPE  

KOMONDOR  KUVASZ  

PULI  MUDI  

PUMI  

HUNGARIAN HERDING SHEPHERD TERRIER  
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Pumis of the 1920õs and 1930õs BREED TYPE  

Photos by:  

Höltzer, 

Emil Raitsits,  

Pálr Vajda Jr 
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Terrier type of the modern Pumi s BREED TYPE  

Photo: ALEX 

Photo: LÉNA 

Photo: LÉNA 

Terrier type (appearance/phenotype):  

Å Elongated foreface,  

Å Upright ears bending at the  end  

Å Medium long, tufty hair suitable for 

trimming,  

Å Chest is deep rather than barrel led. 

Terrier type (character):  

Å Extremely bold,  

Å Vivid, lively temper,  

Å Passion for search.  

Characteristics inherited from the Puli:  

Å unparalleled intelligence  

Å herding instinct  

Photo: ALEX 
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Terrier characteristics  BREED TYPE  

 MUDI   PULI   PUMI   TERRIER S 
SHAPE OF 
HEAD  

 
Triangle  

 
Circle  

 
Rectangle  

 
Rectangle  

FORE -

FACE  

40% of head  35%  of head  Min.  45% of 

head  

Min. 50 % of 

head  

EAR 
CARRIAGE  

Upright  Pendulous  1/3 from the 
upper end of 
the upright 
ears bend  

forward  and 
slightly  to the 

side  

Upright, 
bro ken in half 
and bending 

forward  

TAIL 
CARRIAGE  

 
Sickle  

 

 
Hook -shaped   

Circle  
 

Picket -like  
 

Å The modern Puli is closest to the ancient Puli; in Pumi the terrier type is 

dominant, in Mudi the Spitz is dominant.  

Å In the four characteristics below, the Pumi shows absolute terrier type in 

three of them. In the forth one ð tail carriage ð it is closer to the Spitz.  
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1968  1972  

1999  

Terrier characteristic - head  BREED TYPE  

Viewed from the 

front, the well -furred 

Pumi head can be  

drawn into a 

rectangle, perhaps 

into a trapezium very 

slightly tapered.  

Photo: Németh 

Gy. 

Photo: Abraham 

I. 

Photo: Balássy Z. 
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Terrier characteristic ð elongated nose  BREED TYPE  

- EQUAL - 

The foreface is 

min. 45% of the 

head  

Elegant,  

noble head!  

Photo: Balássy Z. 
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Terrier -like ears, 

broken in half, 

definitely bending 

forward  

Pumi -like ears, bending 

in the upper third, 

bending forward and 

slightly aside  

Terrier characteristic ð ears  BREED TYPE  

Photo: ALEX 
Photo: Sárközi Á. 

Forrás: Internet 



Page 11        Copyright © Tamara Länger, English Translation © Andrea Leidl  

Terrier characteristic ð coat  BREED TYPE  

Medium length, wired -like coat, suitable for manual 

trimming  

B 

Photo: ALEX 
Photo: ALEX 
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Terrier characteristic - structure  BREED TYPE  

The neck is 

of medium 

length, set 

higher than 

medium  

Hinder legs are 

somewhat 

extended beyond 

the rear.  

The shoulder 

blade is long and 

steep, the upper 

arm is short  
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Spitz characteristic - tail  BREED TYPE  

Photo: ALEX 
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BODY SIZE AND PROPORTIONS  

Body length / height at withers = 1/1  

 

Depth of brisket / height at withers =  

45 -50/100  

 

Chest width / height at withers = 30 -33/100  
 

The length of the neck is equal to the length of 

the head and is 45% of the height at the withers.  
 

The length of the muzzle is 45 -50%  

of the total length of the head.  
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Height at withers  BODY SIZE  

Height at withers:  

vertical distance between 

the highest point of the 

withers and the ground,  

measured with bar, 

closely behind the tip of 

the elbow  (olecranon) . 

MALES: 43 -45 (41 -47)  cm  

FEMALES: 40 -42 (38 -44)  cm  
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Photo: LÉNA 
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Törzshosszúság a marmagasság %-ában

Body length  BODY SIZE  

 

Body length:  horizontal 

distance between the 

shoulder tip and the ischial 

tuberosity, measured by 

stick.  

(to be considered as a ratio compared 

to the height of wither, in %)  

POPULATION ASSESSMENT  

György Németh, 2002  

Number of dogs: 100  

Ideal proportion comparing to 
the height of withers 1:1 . 

MALES  

FEMALES  

Ideal  

Photo: LÉNA 
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Depth of chest  BODY SIZE  

 

Depth of chest:  vertical 

distance between the 

highest point of the 

withers and deepest 

point of the chest,  

measured with bar, 

closely behind the tip of 

the elbow (olecranon).  

(to be considered as a ratio 

compared to the height of wither, 

in %)  

The depth of chest is 45% -50% 

of the height at withers.  

38%
-

39%
-

40%
-

41%
-

42%
-

43%
-

44%
-

45%
-

46%
-

kanok szukák

POPULATION ASSESSMENT  

György Németh, 2002  

Number of dogs: 100  

Ideal  

Acceptable  

Photo: LÉNA 

Males Females 



Page 19        Copyright © Tamara Länger, English Translation © Andrea Leidl  

Length of neck  BODY SIZE  

 

Lenght of neck:  

distance between the 

tip of the nape and the 

withers, stroked with a 

measuring tape.  
(to be considered as a ratio compared 

to the height of wither, in %)  
40 -45% based on  

Tamara Lªngerõs 

ASSESSMENT  

1994 - 2003  

Photo: LÉNA 

Shoulder 

45% of height at 

withers 

45% of height at 

withers 

Wither  
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Length of head  BODY SIZE  
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Length of head:  distance 

between the nape and the 

tip of the nose, measured 

with arch ed callipers.  
(to be considered as a ratio compared 

to the height of wither, in %)  
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Photo: Németh Gy. 

Shoulder 

Wither  

45% of height  

at withers 

45% of height 

at withers 
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Foreface  BODY SIZE  

 

Length of for eface:  distance 

between the foreface arch 

and the tip of the nose, 

stroked with a measuring 

tape.  

(to be considered as a ratio compared 

to the length of head, in %)  
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Acceptable  

Photo: Németh Gy. 
45-50% of the 

length of head 
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Secondary sex characteristics  PROPORTIONS  

Expressed  

secondary sex characteristics  FEMALE  MALE  

Blurred 

secondary sex 

characteristics  

Feminin male  Masculin female  

Fine, feminin 

body  

Rough, 

masculin body  

Photo: Németh Gy. 

Photo: Chris Levy 
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Å The terrier  character  in  the  Pumi  is 

best  reflected  by the  head . The end  of 

the  nose is slightly  elongated,  the  ears  

are upright  and  bending  in  the  upper  

third . 

THE HEAD AND NECK  OF THE PUMI  

Å The neck  is set higher  than  

medium,  giving  an  always  alert  

expression . 
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Length of head  HEAD  

The length of the head 

is 45% of the height at 

withers.  

Ver y small 

head.  

Ideal head proportions.  

Photo: Németh Gy. 

Photo: Hudetcz J. 

Source: Old Hungarian dog breeds     Photo: Lévai P. 

Photo: LÉNA 

45% of the 

height at 

withers 

45% of the height 

at withers 

wither  

shoulder 
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Length of foreface  HEAD  

Å The head  is elongated,  

relatively  narrow . Its  shape  is 

defined  by the  elongated  

foreface . 

Å The length  of hte  foreface  is 

min . 45% of the  length  of the  

head .  

Foreface 40% shorter 

than the head ð 

disqualifying fault.  

Short nose.  

Obtuse head.  

Photo: Németh Gy. 

Photo: Drobilich T. 

45-50% of the 

length of head 



Page 27        Copyright © Tamara Länger, English Translation © Andrea Leidl  

1968  1972  

1999  

Foreface  HEAD  

Photo: Németh Gy. 

Photo: Abraham I. 

Photo: Balássy Z. 

The jaw is well muscled, the arch of 

the teeth is not narrow, the teeth 

are large and strong. The nose of 

the pumi  is not pointed!  
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The eye vaults are strong, the 

stop is expressed.  

Eye vault arches and stop  HEAD  

Å The stop  line  is barely  perceptible,  

the  front  moves smoothly  into  the  

muzzle  top  in  an  almost  straight  line .  

Å The eye vault  arches  are moderately  

developed . 

Photo: Abraham I. 

Photo: Puhakka E. 
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Stop line  HEAD  

Incorrect 

stop line  
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Photo: Puhakka E. 

Photo: Koitala 

Photo: ALEX 
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Rounded eyes.   

Not desirables.  

Å The eyes are set moderately  wide  apart,  

slightly  oblique . Medium  sized oval,  dark  

brown  slit -eyes. The expression  is lively  and  

intelligent . 

Å The eye-lids are tight and close -fitting to the 

eye balls and well pigmented.  

Eyes  HEAD  

Photo: Menyhárt K. 

Photo: Reardon M. 
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Neck  HEAD  

Å A neck  is of medium  length,  little  

arched,  well  muscled,  forming  an  

angle  of 50  to 55  degrees to the  

horizontal .  

Å The skin  at  the  throat  is tight,  

dry,  without  folds .  
Neck too 

short, thick  

The length of the nect is about the same as 

the length of the rib cage, and is about 45% 

of the height at the withers.  

Neck too 

long  

Photo: Németh Gy. 

Photo: Németh Gy. 

Photo: LÉNA 
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Neck set  HEAD  

Middle high set neck with a head 

slightly lower set than ideal.  

Neck too long, 

set low.  

Correct  

setting and length  

of neck  

Photo: Németh Gy. 

Photo: LÉNA 

Photo: Puhakka E. 
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Å Ears  are set high ; they  are upright,  

bending  in  the  upper  third,  bending  

forward  and  slightly  aside . 

Å Ears  are middle  sized,  well  

proportioned,  shaped  as an  upside  

down  V letter . 

Å The ear movement  is lively  

THE EARS OF THE PUMI  
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Ear set - correct  EARS  

Å Although  the  Pumiõs ears 

are set high,  they  are not  

on the  top  of the  skull  but  

they  start  behind  the  

skull  area . 

Å The earlaps  are large  and  

strong,  they  hold  the  ears 

upright  by muscle . 

Photo: ALEX 
Photo: LÉNA 



Page 36        Copyright © Tamara Länger, English Translation © Andrea Leidl  

Ear set - incorrect  EARS  

Ears set too 

widely, held 

too much to 

the side  

Ears set too high, on the top of 

the skull, held too much 

forward  

Photo: Drobilich T. 

Photo: Puhakka E. 
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90 ° 

Ear set - acceptable  EARS  

EARS SET AND HELD CORRECTLY, 

BENT AT ONE -THIRD  

Ears bent a  

little low  

Ears bent a 

little high  

Photo: Balássy Z. 
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Ear set - tolerated  EARS  

Ears bent low, little heavy  

Ears bent high, 

little light  

Photo: ALEX 

Photo: ALEX 
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Ears held incorrectly  EARS  

Ears carried unevenly.  

 When one ear is bent correctly and 

the other one is hanging, the 

hanging ear might be the result of 

an injury (bite) and is only a fly in 

the ointment.  

Ears carried unevenly.  

One ear is bent correctly, the 

other one is upright.  

Disqualifying fault.   

Photo: Koppelmans 
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Ears held incorrectly  EARS  

Upright ears.  

Disqualifying 

fault.  

Hanging ears. 

Disqualifying 

fault.  Photo: Mándoki M. 
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Role of the coat crown at ear carriage  EARS  

Å The ear cartilages  of the  Pumi  are not  broken  

through  the  full  width  of the  ear,  they  are 

only  partially  broken  at  the  top -third  from  

the  tip,  at  the  outer  part  of the  ear. 

Å This  is why  the  quantity  and  length  of the  

hair  is crucial  to  the  Pumiõs ear carriage . 

Å This  characteristic  typical  to  the  breed  

cannot  be left  out  of  consideration!  

Ears broken a little 

lower, a little heavy, 

this is why crown 

hair is cut short.  

Ear carriage is correct, only the 

crown hair is too long.  

The ears appear broken in half 

only due to the hair length.  Photo: ALEX 

Photo: LÉNA 
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Ear carriage of the puppy ð part 1  EARS  
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Ear carriage of the puppy ð part 2 EARS  

8 weeks old  4 months old  
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THE BODY OF THE PUMI  

Å The body  length  is equal  to the  height  

at  the  withers : quadratic  structure . 
 

Å Bones  are fine  and  lean . Muscles  are 

well  developed  but  not  bulky,  

exceptionally  taut  and  tough . 
 

Å The breed  is particularly  lean  and  of 

harmonious  appearance . 
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Height at withers 

Body  BODY  

The length of the body is 
equal to the  

height at withers ð  
the Pumi is quadratic.  

Photo: LÉNA 

Depth of chest 

Body length 
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Short, spunky 

male.  

Back : loin : croup = 2 : 1  : 1  

100%  

Body length  BODY  

106%  
Male with elongated 

loin.  

Photo: ALEX 

Photo: LÉNA 
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Topline ð part 1  BODY  
Å The topline is straight.  

Å The withers  are 
pronounced, long, 
sloping towards rear.  

Å The back is short, 
straight and taut.  

Å The loins are short, 
firmly coupled and 
also straight.  

Å The croup is short, 

slightly sloping, of 

medium breadth.  

Correct topline in standing and 
in movement.  

Photo: Chris 

Levy 

Photo: LÉNA 
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Topline ð part 2  BODY  

Saddle -like back  

Carp -like loins  

Sunk withers  

Sloping croup  

Photo: ALEX 

Photo: Németh Gy. 
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Underline  BODY  

ÅThe belly is tight, tucked 

up towards rear.  
 

ÅThe underline is definitely 

sloping forward.  

Filled out belly, 

cylindrical body  

Photo: ALEX 

Photo: LÉNA 
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Chest  BODY  

Å The forechest is 

straight, not 

broad, rather 

deep.  

Å Ribs slightly 

arched, rather 

flat. The brisket 

is deep, long 

and reaches to 

the elbows.  

Photo: LÉNA 

Depth of chest 

Body length 

Height at 
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Depth of chest ð part 1  BODY  

If the chest is shallow, 

it is less suitable for its 

functional task: it needs 

to provide enough room 

for the well developed 

lungs and heart.  

45 -50%  Photo: LÉNA 

Depth of chest 

Body length 

Height at 
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Pumis with shallow chest  

45%  

38%  

Depth of chest ð part 2 BODY  

50%  
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Photo: ALEX Photo: Ossenblok 

Photos: Németh Gy. 
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ÅThe tail  is set  high,  starts  definitely  

upright  and  forms  a circle  on its  edge, 

curling  above  the  croup . 

 

ÅThe hair  on the  underside  of the  tail  is 7 

to 12  cm long,  wiry  standing  apart,  with  

little  undercoat .  

 

ÅA natural stumpy tail or tail docking  

are not permitted.  

THE TAIL  OF THE PUMI  
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MUDI  PULI  PUMI  TERRIER  

TIGHT        PULI -LIKE  

TIGHT  IDEAL  LOOSE  

ACCEPTABLE  

Tail carriage  TAIL  
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Tail carriage  - ideal  

Ideal tail carriage 

forming a circle with 

less crown hair than 

desired  

Ideal  shaped tail 

with correct crown 

hair.  

TAIL  

Photo: Németh Gy. 
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Tail carriage tighter 

than desired. 

Acceptable  if the tail 

starts definitely 

upwards. This tail 

will almost never 

hang.  

Tail carried looser than 

desired. Tail curving in a 

large arch but forms a 

closed shape with the 

croup.  

Acceptable.  

Tail carriage - acceptable  TAIL  

Photo: ALEX 

Photo: Koitala 
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Tail always 

hanging. 

Disqualifying 

fault.  

Sickle -like, mudi -like tail 

carriage. At rest, this tail is 

usually hanging  or in a better 

case is closer to horizontal ð 

this worsens much the overall 

impression on the Pumi.  

Not desirable.  

Tail carriage ð incorrect ð part 1  TAIL  

Photo: Drobilich T. 
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Terrier -like, picket 

tail.  

Disqualifying fault.  

Puli -like tail, laying 

on the croup. 

Disqualifying fault.  

Tail carriage ð incorrect ð part 2  TAIL  

Photo: ALEX 
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Tail docking  TAIL  

DOCKING THE TAIL IS NOT ALLOWED!  
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AGENDA  

Å Breed Type  

Å Body Size and 

Proportions  

Å Head and Neck  

Å Ears  

Å Body  

Å Tail  

Å Limbs  

Å Gait  

Å Coat  

Å Colours  
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ÅThe front  legs, placed  under  the  forechest,  
support  the  body  like  pillars . They are vertical,  
parallel  and  not  too wide  apart .  

ÅThe shoulder  blade  is  long  and  a little  steep . 
Angle  to the  horizontal  is approximately  55  
degrees. The points  of the  shoulder  blades  are 
placed  vertically  above the  deepest  point  of the  
brisket . The upper  arm  is  short  and  well  
muscled . The shoulder  blade  and  the  upper  
arm  form  an  angle  of 100  to 110  degrees.  

ÅThe elbow  is close-fitting  to the  body . 

ÅThe forearm is long and gaunt. The  
pastern are steep.  

THE LIMBS  OF THE PUMI  
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Forequarters  LIMBS  

The front legs, placed under the forechest, support the 
body like pillars. They are vertical, parallel and not too 

wide apart.  

The shoulder blade is 

long and a little steep , 

t he upper arm is short .  
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