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THE ORIGINS OF THE NAME ð 1 
ÅNo exact sources  

Å1795: Dr Béla Hankó citing István Gáti in ĂAncient 

Hungarian Dogs õ: ăAround the house the Pumis, small 

dogs, are the most loyal, angriest and easiest to teach 

to serve...ó  

Å1815: Ferenc Pethe in History of Nature: mentioning 

and initial breed description  

ÅMain aspect: ability to work  

Ferenc Pethe  

(1763 -1832)  

Source: Keszthelyi 

Életrajzi Lexikon  

Béla Hankó  

(1886 -1959)  

Source: Wikipedia  
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THE ORIGINS OF THE NAME ð 2 
ÅZoltán Kodály  found folkloric song  in  Somogy county  

ĂThe Hireling Diedõ, verse 4: 

 

ăMeghalt a juh§sz.  õThe shepherd is dead.  

Oda a juhász.   He is over.  

Nincs ki mondja  There is no one to say  

a Puminak:   to the Pumi:  

Tereld el a birk§t!ó Go herd the sheep!õ 
 

See shepherd songs 

from Somogy region by 

András Berecz 
https://www.youtube.com/wa

tch?v=JUrbOqvHd4U  2:28 -2:50)  
Zoltán Kodály  

(1882 -1967)  

Source: Wikipedia  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JUrbOqvHd4U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JUrbOqvHd4U
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THE ORIGINS OF THE NAME ð 3 

 

 

Å19th century: Tivadar  Pitter  cartograph : pumi  

graphic (below)  

ÅPumi name  might  come from :  

 

ÅCanis  familiaris  

pomeranius  maybe from 

the name Pomerania  

 

ÅOr: french  terrier -like mix 

Puli -mix: PUli  MI sculance  

(latin Ămisculantia õ 

meaning  mixed, unclear ) 



Page 6       Copyright © István László , English Translation © Andrea Leidl  

THE ORIGINS OF THE NAME ð 4 

 

 

Å1935 Anghi: scientific Latin name of the Pumi :  

Canis familiaris ovilis villosus terrarius Raitsitsi  

o ovilis - herding capacity,  

o villosus - bushy hair,  

o terrarious - Terrier -like character.   

Dr. Emil Raitsits (1882 -1934)  

with pumis in 1928  

Source: Szürkebarát kennel  
Dr. Csaba Anghy  

(1901 -1982)  

Source: Wikipedia  
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THE ORIGINS OF THE BREED  
ÅResult of instinctive and then conscious selection by 

shepherds  

Å17-18th century:  

extensive farming   intensive agriculture  

endless pastures   more plantations  

few shepherds    many shepherds  

large dogs to protect   small active dogs to herd  

ÅTextile industry: merino  sheep from Germany / France 

imported on the feet via thousands of kms : 

spontaneous mix with local terrier -like dog breeds with  
o Smaller hair than the Puli  

o Upright ears  

o Very lively temper  

o Active, protective nature  

o Natural intelligence of the Puli  

Selection criteria:  

ÅAbility to work  

ÅReliability  

ÅLoyalty  
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THE CHARACTER - 1 

Å Inherited + environment                  character  

ÅEndurance  

Example: Rózsaszentmárton ð NagykŜrºs 100+ kms, 

7+ days with sheep on feet                   

o Day 1 + rain: 1 komondor 

wanted into car  

o Day 3: 2 pulis into the car  

o Day 5 -6: 1 pumi into the car  

o Day 7: GyŜzŜ the pumi alone 

finished the job and could 

continue if needed! ð he 

rested and laid down for 

alost 1 week afterwardsé 
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THE CHARACTER - 2 

ÅIvan Pavlov: 4 types of dogs based on Hippocratesõ 

typography ð the Pumi is sanguine : lively, passionate, 

full of fire and energy, balanced  

Ivan Petrovich Pavlov  

(1849 -1936)  

Source: Wikipedia  

ÅProbably inherited from herding 

ancestors  

ÅHigh level of self confidence  

ÅTalkative , has opinion about 

everything, is extremely happy 

when owner returns home  

ÅOne owner , family accepted, 

reserved towards guests  

ÅLearns  fast  
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THE CHARACTER - 3 

Å Is very quick to analyse situation, decide and action 

(story: Pumi finds lost puppy)  

ÅEarly socialisation  is crucial (start at 2 -3 months of 

age) 

ÅPrefers being the only dog ð more Pumis can 

frequently fight for dominance  

ÅHerding instinct 

manifests during family 

excursions as well  

ÅVery intelligent , learns  

fast, excels at sports i.e. 

agility , obedience (BH)  
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THE CHARACTER - 4 

ÅA real  partner : would  listen  to each word  you  say 

ÅA real  actor : can  play  all  roles . When  misbehaved,  

would  set ears  backwards  and  look  at  you  to melt  your  

heart  

ÅA real  clown : loves being  in  the  cent re, wears  scarf  

proudly  and  loves that  you  love it .  

ÅA real  antidepressant : would  

cheer  you  up  no matter  how  

sad you  are 

ÅA real  part  of an  active  family  

Happy pumi  

Source: Instagram @stmea  
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SNAPSHOTS OF SPORT BREEDING -1 
ÅUncertainties,  contradicting  sources , especially  

about  the  standards  

ÅClarifications  by old  documents  and  notes  by Dr . 

Zoltán  Balássy  

Dr. Zoltán Balássy  

Source: A kutya, 1969  

in Pumitar.hu  

Å29 .10 .1898  Foundation  of OMEE  

Országos  Magyar  Ebteny®sztŜ 

Egyesület  Hungarian  National  Dog  

Breeding  Association  initiated  by 

journalist  Géza Felix  Buzzi  

Å03 .09 .1899  First  national  dog  show  

by OMEE  within  the  economic  show  in  

Szeged: Buzzi  met  komondor  breeder  

Zsigmond  Kovásznay  Sr and  they  

clarified  names  and  characteristics  of 

the  komondor,  kuvasz  and  puli  
Session source: pumiworld.hu  
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SNAPSHOTS OF SPORT BREEDING -2 

Å1901  Géza Lónyai  publications  in  Zoological  Papers  

Å1905  Géza Félix  Buzzi  ăThe Breed  Characteristics  of 

Hungarian  shepherd  and  Protection  Breedsó 

Å15  more  years : the  PUMI  appeared  for  sport  breeding  

Å1910  National  dogshow  at  Tattersall,  Budapest  

Å04 .07 .1916  OMEE  

transformed  into  MEOE  

Magyar  Ebteny®sztŜk 

Országos  Egyesülete  

Hungarian  Dog Breedersõ 

National  Association  or   

known  today  as the  

Hungarian  Kennel  Club  
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SNAPSHOTS OF SPORT BREEDING -3 

ÅUntil  1917 :  

o Raitsits  and  Buzzi : Pumi  is a subtype  of the  Puli  

(hanging  and  upright  ears) 

o Ottó  Herman  and  Béla  Kerpely : Pumi  is different  

from  Puli,  a herding  dog of the  Dunántúl  region  

Å1919 : Sándor  Lovassy : the  first  description  of  the  

Pumi  as a separate  breed  used  by the  shepherds  in  

the  Dunántúl  and  Zala  regions  

o Most frequent colour is 

pigeon grey  

o Appr. 150 years old when 

sheep were imported from 

Germany and mixed with 

French and German dogs  

o Larger than Puli  

o Longer head  

o Ears partially 

hanging/upright  

o Hair shorter than Puli, nails 

are visible  
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DezsŜ Malonyay ĂHistory of the Hungarian folkloric artõ, vol. III, 1911  
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SNAPSHOTS OF SPORT BREEDING -4 

Å21 .07 .1920 : foundation  of MEOE  Shepherd  Dogs 

Session  (president : Raitsits) . First  Hungarian  

shepherd  breeds  standards  by Raitsits  where  Pumi  

would  be a Dunántúl  region  subtype  of the  Puli . 

Å Ilona  Orlay  these  standards  were published  (The Dog 

Magazine,  1969 ) by a certain  alias  Lychif  ð we never  

knew  who  he really  was 

Å1924 : Raitsits  explains  why  the  Pumi  standard  took  so 

long : he had  to create  the  standard  very  quickly,  

without  involving  specialists,  and  had  to reflect  the  

Shepherd  Dogs Session  membersõ opition . (The 

Hungarian  Dogs,  1924 ) 
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SNAPSHOTS OF SPORT BREEDING -5 

Å15-16 .05 .1921 : MEOE  National  dog show : first  show   

where  Pumi  appeared  (1 male),  judged  by Raitsits : 

ĂHungarian  Pumi. Typical  representative  of the  

Dunántúl  region  breed . Nr 102  ĂFiczk·õ, Pumi male,  

owned  by  Balázs  Salamon  from  Budapest .  

The active  pumi  with  good bones and  good overall  

impression  won  1st prize  at  Beginners  competition .õ 

(The Dog, 1921 ) 
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CONCURRENT ORGANISATIONS - 1 
ÅSpring  1922 : Raitsits  left  MEOE  due  to differences  

about  saving,  breeding  and  reconstructing  the  

Hungarian  shepherd  breeds  (have pedigree  dogs from  

abroad  (MEOE  Ilosvai)  versus  collect  Hungarian  mixes  

and  create  the  breeds  (Raitsits))  

Å1923 : The Nature : Raitsits  categorises  Hungarian  

shepherd  dogs as follows : 

o I. Ancient  Puli  

o II . Luxury  Puli  

o III . Dwarf  Puli  

Å1923 : Raitsits  created  the  Pedigree  of  the  Hungarian  

Dog  Breeds  (MKT  Magyar  Kutyafajták  Törzskönyve)  

which  became  a concurrent  to MEOE  ð the  breeding  

diverged  

o IV. Pumi  

o V. Dwarf  Pumi  
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CONCURRENT ORGANISATIONS - 2 
Å19-20 .08 .1923 : First  MKT  show,  dogs with  MEOE -

pedigrees  copied  to MKT  pedigrees  as well,  shortly   

MKT  dominated  the  shows  and  pedigrees  

Å20 .05 .1924 : foundation  of Komondor  Association  

continuing  the  work  of MEOE  Shepherd  Dogs Session,  

supervising  all  Hungarian  shepherd  breeds  

Å1928 : first  official  Pumi  standard  (and  other  

Hungarian  shepherd  breeds  as well)  (Ilosvai : The Dog, 

2nd  edition,  1928 ) 

Å1924 : Raitsits : The Hungarian  Dogs book : differenciate  

breeds ; free pedigree  by the  Polyclinic  

Å1924 -35 : MKT  standard  by Raitsits  

Å1935 : MKT  accepted  the  first  scientific  standards  by 

Dr  Lajos  Abonyi,  Csaba  Anghi  and  Iván  Müller   
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STANDARDS -1 

Å1933 : MEOE  is recognised  by FCI   

Å1935 : MEOE  is member  of FCI  

Å1936 : MKT  is member  of Hungarian  Thoroughbred  

Dogs Breeders  Association,  thus  member  of the  UCI  

Union  Cynologique  Internationale  ð Abony -Anghi -

Müller  standard  handed  over to UCI  for  Komondor,  

Kuvasz,  Puli,  Pumi,  Mudi  and  Short  Haired  Hungarian  

Vizsla  

Å1936  FCI  accepted  Pumi  standard  elaborated  by  

Komondor  Association  in  1924  and  published  in  

Ilosvaiõs book  in  1928  
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STANDARDS -2 
Å1936  MEOE  published  the  first  

FCI  standards  (in  4 languages)  

edited  by Ilosvai -Hollóssy :  

o Komondor (53),  

o Kuvasz (54),  

o Puli (55),  

o Pumi (56) and  

o Short Haired Hungarian Vizsla (57)  

ÅConsequence : the  Pumi  standard  

by  Abonyi -Anghi -Müller  NEVER  

became  the  official  FCI  standard!  

The  Ilosvai -Hollósy  was!  

(confusion  might  be due  to  the  

fact  that  they  were  both  in  1936 ) 

1936 MEOE: description of the 

Hungarian national dog breeds  



Page 33        Copyright © István László , English Translation © Andrea Leidl  

AGENDA  

Å Origins of name  

Å Origins of breed  

Å Character  

Å Breeding  

Å Organisations  

Å Standards  

Å HU breeds  

Å Pumis today  



Page 34        Copyright © István László , English Translation © Andrea Leidl  

HUNGARIAN BREEDS -1 

Hungarian  National  Dog Breeds  in  the 1940 õs 

ÅShepherd  breeds  in  the  

o Komondor  *  

o Puli  * 

o Pumi  

ÅProtection  breeds  

o Kuvasz  * 

ÅHunting  breeds  

o Short Haired Hungarian Vizsla   

 

* ancient  breeds  

Purebreeding  

without  pedigree  

by  shepherds  

 

Sport breeding  

with  pedigree  by  

MEOE breeders   
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HUNGARIAN BREEDS -1 

Puli   

ÅSmaller  

ÅCalmer  

ÅSheep 

ÅShort  head  

ÅHanging  ears  

 

ÅNeck  short  

ÅCoat  longer,  matting  

Pumi   

ÅLarger  

ÅMore  active , tougher  

ÅCows, pigs  

ÅHead  slightly  longer  

ÅUpright  ears , tip  bending  

outside  

ÅNeck slim  

ÅCoat  shorter , not  

matting  
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HUNGARIAN BREEDS -2 

Pedigrees from 1931  



Page 37        Copyright © István László , English Translation © Andrea Leidl  

HUNGARIAN BREEDS -3 

Pedigrees from 1931  
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Pedigrees from 1979 (new format)  

HUNGARIAN BREEDS -4 
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HUNGARIAN BREEDS TODAY -5 
Komondor  Kuvasz  HU Greyhound  

Transylv. Hound  Sh.haired HU vizsla  Wire haired HU vizsla  

Puli  Pumi  Mudi  

Source: Internet  
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PUMIS TODAY - 1 

ÅFamily  dogs 

ÅSport  dogs (agility,  obedience,  etc.) 

ÅShow  dogs (international,  national  and  special  shows)  

ÅHerding  dogs:  

ÅYearly  national  herding  championship  for  

Hungarian  shepherd  breeds  

ÅYearly  national  working  championship  for  

Hungarian  shepherd  breeds  

ÅSaving  and  spreading  the  tradition,  information  

sharing  sessions,  presentations  

ÅEtc .  
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Photo: K§rp§ti Ker²tŜ kennel 

PUMIS TODAY - 2  

Great  family  dog : 

Pumis  are excellent  part  

of the  family,  adapt  very  

well  to  all  circumstances  

(flat,  garden)  and  are 

very  tolerant  with  

children . 
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PUMIS TODAY - 3 

Pick  a sport : the  Pumi  

will  be happy  to  take  

part  in  any  sporting  

activity  you  choose: 

agility,  obedience  and  

rally,  dog dancing,  etc. 
Photo: Hungarian Pumi Club of America  

Photo: pumi.blog.free.fr  
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PUMIS TODAY - 4 

Show  dog : Pumis  are successful  show  dogs 

Photo: pumi -serradeaires.com  
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PUMIS TODAY - 4 

Herding  dog : the  original  

purpose  of the  Pumi  is live  

today  
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PUMIS TODAY - 5 

Traditional  costumes : 

opening  ceremony  on 

3rd  Oct,  2015  at  the  

National  Herding  and  

Working  Championship  

Qualification  compe -

tition  and  testing  in  

Pomáz organised  by the  

Duna -Tisza  Hungarian  

Shepherd  Dog Breeds  

Tradition  Preservance  

and  Sport  Association   

Photo: Andrea Leidl  
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PUMIS TODAY - 6 
Traditional  costumes : Pumi  competing  herding  Hungarian  

Racka  sheep on 3rd  Oct,  2015  at  the  National  Herding  and  

Working  Championship  competition  and  testing  in  Pomáz 

organised  by the  Duna -Tisza  Hungarian  Shepherd  Dog 

Breeds  Tradition  Preservance  and  Sport  Association   

Photo: Éva Jávorszky  
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PUMIS TODAY - 7 

Traditional  costumes : 

even the  herding  

working  judge  wears  

traditional  costume  on 

12 th  April,  2015  at  the  

National  Herding  

Championship  Qualifi -

cation  competition  in  

Pomáz organised  by the  

Duna -Tisza  Hungarian  

Shepherd  Dog Breeds  

Tradition  Preservance  

and  Sport  Association   
Photo: Éva Jávorszky  
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PUMIS TODAY - 8 

Judge  shows  the  competition  field  to  professional  

shepherds  on 1st  August,  2015  at  the  National  Herding  

Championship  Qualification  competition  in  Bugacpuszta  

organised  by the   
Duna -Tisza  

Hungarian  

Shepherd  Dog 

Breeds  Tradition  

Preservance  and  

Sport  Asso-

ciation . The dog 

is  a Sinka  here,  

Hungarian  

shepherd  breed  

not  recognised  

by the  FCI . 

Photo: Éva Jávorszky  
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PUMIS TODAY - 9 
To build  international  relationships , a herding  

competition  is a very  good occasion . Participants  come 

not  only  from  Hungary  but  Czech Republic , Finland  (!) 

etc. Have you  ever seen black  Racka  sheep? Picture  taken  

on 6th  June,  2015  at  the  National  Herding  Championship  

Qualification  competition  in  Salföld  organised  by the  

Duna -Tisza  Hungarian  Shepherd  Dog Breeds  Tradition  

Preservance  and  Sport  Association .  
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PUMIS TODAY - 10  

Herding  competitions  are very  popular , can  be a family  

event . Picture  taken  on 1st  August,  2015  at  the  National  

Herding  Championship  Qualification  competition  in  

Bugacpuszta  

Organised  by the  

Duna -Tisza  

Hungarian  

Shepherd  Dog 

Breeds  Tradition  

Preservance  and  

Sport  Asso-

ciation .  
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PUMIS TODAY - 11  
There  is  no  limit  to  sheep herding  with  Pumis!  Picture  

taken  on 1st  August,  2015  at  the  National  Herding  

Championship  Qualification  competition  in  Bugacpuszta  

organised  by the  Duna -Tisza  Hungarian  Shepherd  Dog 

Breeds  Tradition  Preservance  and  Sport  Association   

Photo: Éva Jávorszky  



Page 53        Copyright © István László , English Translation © Andrea Leidl  

PUMIS TODAY - 12  
Information  sharing  to  is key  to preserve  our  traditions . 

Interview  on 1st  August,  2015  at  the  National  Herding  

Championship  Qualification  competition  in  Bugacpuszta  

organised  by the  Duna -Tisza  Hungarian  Shepherd  Dog 

Breeds  Tradition  Preservance  and  Sport  Association   

Photo: Éva Jávorszky  
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PUMIS TODAY - 13  
Team  building  of organising  herding  competitions  is not  

only  a side  effect . Picture  taken  on 6th  June,  2015  at  the  

National  Herding  Championship  Qualification  

competition  in  Salföld,  organised  by the  Duna -Tisza  

Hungarian  Shepherd  Dog Breeds  Tradition  Preservance  

and  Sport  Association   
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PUMIS TODAY - 14  

Relationship  between  

Pumi  and  owner  is  still  

as strong  as centuries  

ago; picture  taken  on 

3rd  Oct,  2015  at  the  

National  Herding  and  

Working  Championship  

Qualification  compe -

tition  and  testing  in  

Pomáz organised  by the  

Duna -Tisza  Hungarian  

shepherd  Dog Breeds  

Tradition  Preservance  

and  Sport  Association   
Photo: Éva Jávorszky  
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The  new  generation : 

HIE  herding  instinct  

exam  with  young  owner/  

handler  on 3rd  Oct,  2015  

at  the  National  Herding  

and  Working  Champion -

ship  Qualification  com-

petition  and  testing  in  

Pomáz organised  by the  

Duna -Tisza  Hungarian  

shepherd  Dog Breeds  

Tradition  Preservance  

and  Sport  Association   

PUMIS TODAY - 15  

Photo: Éva Jávorszky  


